
 

 

 

 

 

 

Illusion or Reality? 
By Fern Willner 

 

A Huge Illusion 

My sister and her husband incited two of our daughters and myself on a day trip with them to Branson, 

Missouri. As we watched a big screen, 3D movie, with surround sound, we were engulfed in 

breathtaking scenery and action. Brilliant panoramas of people in rafts racing down white-water rapids, 

made us grip our seats. 

 

Scenes of crowded roller coasters, hurtling down mountainous tracks, made us nauseous. We ducked in 

darkness as horses raced over a dirt race track, running directly towards us. Their pounding hooves 

created billows of dust, and we found ourselves inadvertently gasping for air as the choking clouds 

floated past. 

 

Illusion Made Us Sick 

Our hearts pounded as scene after scene enfolded us in dynamic action. The visual impact of the 

enormous screen, combined with three-dimensional reality, and our total immersion into surround 

sound, produced a powerful perception of being involved in the action. At times we had to close our 

eyes, or look away, in order to stop the physical reactions. 

When the movie ended, we were a little dizzy, slightly nauseated, and awed by our dramatic excursions. 

In actuality we had gone nowhere. We sat on our seats in the dark, while someone surrounded us with 

illusions of reality. We had not seen one green tree. We had touched no water. We had inhaled no dust. 

Yet our hearts raced, our stomachs churned, and our emotions were charged. 

 

An Interesting Parallel 

As we left the building, I realized an interesting parallel. The circumstances of life often engulf us in 

situations that appear even more real than the scenes of our movie. When we focus on them, our minds 

create pictorial illusions of probable results. 

We may become convinced of the illusion that our hearts race, we feel weak, we fear, or we cherish 

false dreams. We may even become hopeless. If we continue to focus on the illusion, it will hinder us 

from taking any steps toward true success. The illusion will only stop when we change our focus. 



 

Walk By Faith Not Sight 

Contrariwise, God challenges us to focus on victory before it is evident. 2Corinthians 5:7 tells us that, 

“We walk by faith not sight”. Heb 11:3 makes an interesting statement, “Through faith we understand 

that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things 

which do appear.” Clearly, there is a dimension of reality in God that we do not see or understand. 

In order to break free of life’s illusions, God asks us to focus instead on the wonderful promises He has 

given us in His word. His promises must be appropriated by faith, because they do not appear possible in 

light of the circumstances. Steadfast faith in His promises, will keep our focus on the ultimate plan of 

victory that God has for all believers. 

 

Trials Not What They Seem 

1 Peter 1:4 informs us of “an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 

reserved in heaven for us.” Peter tells us that “we are kept by the power of God through faith”. He then 

goes on to exhort us to “rejoice, though now for a season, we are in heaviness through manifold 

temptations”. 

Though we walk in the flesh, we cannot receive accurate guidance from the flesh. Only the Spirit of the 

Living God can impart to us the wisdom to see truth. Without it, our fleshly attempts to love become 

perversion. Our desire to succeed becomes greed. Our giving becomes personal investment with 

expected results. Our trial of faith, which Peter says is more precious than gold, becomes a personal 

case against the government, the boss, a relative, or anyone else whose actions seem unjust. 

 

It Is Never A Shame To Hope 

Though our circumstances may give us good reason to create illusions, Jesus invites us to allow Him to 

instill in us a vision of truth. The Bible says that it is not a shame to hope. “And hope maketh not 

ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us.” 

Rom 5:5 

When we turn our focus toward God, He will write faith on our hearts. Why? He is the Author of faith, 

“Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Hebrews 12:2 

 

A Vision of Joy 

How did Jesus get through His personal trial; His crucifixion on the cross? Hebrews tells us that He 

embraced a vision of joy. He saw a place in the heavenlies, with His Father, that was so real it made the 

cross endurable and the shame of it despicable. 

In Jesus’ darkest moment, His Father was silent. “At the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice saying, 

‘Eloi, Eloi, Lama sabachthani?’ which is being interpreted, ‘My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 



me?’” (Mark 15:34) But Jesus knew His Father’s promise. He knew that the blood sacrifice would be 

enough. Victory was coming. Through the surround sound of railing, cursing, taunting and shame, He 

would not let go of His joyful vision! He shouted a declaration of faith, into the darkness, “Into Thy 

hands I commit my spirit!”. 

Three days later the joy of hope became the joy of triumph. That joy is assured to every believer today. 

Psalms 30:5 promises, “weeping may endure for the night, but joy cometh in the morning.” 

 

Hope Thou In God 

Though we may be enveloped by 3D needs and surround sound circumstances, we can say with David, 

“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou disquieted in me? Hope thou in God, for I shall 

yet praise Him for the help of His countenance.” (Ps 42:5) 

We can continually react to illusions, or we can walk in the promises of God. Hope thou in God! 


