
 

1 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Sanctification 
By Charles Willner 

 
 

 “But the people that do know their God  
shall be strong and do exploits.” (Daniel 11:32) 

 
 

The doctrine of Sanctification teaches that moral perfection is taught by the 
Scriptures as an attainable goal and ideal state for the followers of Christ.1 
 

Sanctification was taught as a second definite work of grace after salvation.  This is a 
fuller experience of total commitment to Christ and his purpose. The word sanctification denotes 
consecration and purification – a setting apart for sacred service in the Old Testament, and spiritual 
purification in the New Testament. “Perfection” speaks of completeness, or wholeness, of Christian 
character, including freedom from sin.2 
 

“Christian perfection” was popularized by John and Charles Wesley and George Whitefield in the 
1700's. In the 1800's, the Keswick movement emphasized the power of sanctification for Christian 
service.  They preached about a state of living attainable through the grace of Christ and the devotion 
of the believer.  At first, this experience was taught as an instantaneous work of grace. Later it was 
taught as a progressive work of purification. Holiness originates in conversion and covers the whole 
span of Christian experience in constant growth and cleansing. “It is a state of separation and purity 
wherein souls move toward the perfect likeness of Christ.”3 
 

In the 1800s and early 1900s, the spiritual heirs of Wesley lost their fervor for seeking holiness.  The 
“Holiness People” took up sanctification as a precondition for the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Those 
Pentecostal churches that declared perfectionism were; the Church of God (Cleveland, Tenn.), the 
Pentecostal Holiness Church, the Fire-Baptized Holiness Church, and the Church of God in Christ. 
Thus the holiness teaching was a vital part of the early Pentecostal message. Therefore, the earliest 
Pentecostal churches came out of time-honored beliefs of Wesley and the early Methodist Church, 
who emphasized sanctification. 
 

As the revival fervor lessened, sanctification became more of a doctrine rather than an experience. 
However, now as compromise and worldliness is coming into the Church, there is a need to seek 
again to be sanctified, especially as the Church now finds itself under attack and needs to arm herself 
and be anointed by the Holy Spirit to be used by God to set up the kingdom of God on earth. 
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Sanctification 
 
 

The Lord Our God Is Holy: 
 

“And you shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, 
that you should be mine.” (Leviticus 20:26) 
 
“There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none besides you: neither is there any rock like our God.” 
(1 Samuel 2:2) 
 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.” (Isaiah 6:3) 
 

These Scriptures explain that one of the key attributes of God is that He is most holy and there is no 
one else who is holy like He is. There is no heathen god who ever claimed holiness. “There can be 
but one unoriginated, infinite, and eternal Being, (and) that Being is Jehovah”4

 We need to understand 
that the holiness of God is without dispute. There can be no sin with God. There can be no change of 
nature with God. The can be no imperfection in God’s nature. Therefore, in order for us to live with 
such a holy God throughout eternity, we need to begin the process of our own sanctification as soon 
as possible, if we are going to pursue the process of being like Him.  
 

God Has the Right to Expect Holiness:  
 

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no (person) shall see the Lord:” (Hebrews 
12:14) 
 
As Christians, we must remember that our God is holy. When God created man in the garden of 
Eden, He purposed that we would be like Him. One of the attributes of God is that He is holy, As we 
become more and more like our God, we are faced with the reality that our God expects us to be like 
Himself. 
 
Because Israel could not deny that it was only because God had brought them out of Egypt, therefore 
God had the authority to demand that Israel would be holy.  “But you shall remember that you were a 
bondmen in Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you from there: therefore I command you to 
do this thing.” (Deuteronomy 24:18) Israel was told that they were to live completely separate from 
the people of Canaan.  They were warned not to intermarry or to worship these pagan gods.  Instead, 
Israel made golden calves, installed idols in the temple at Jerusalem, and on the Mount of Olives.  
Israel became so corrupt that God passed judgment on them and sent them into captivity.  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ also expects us to be holy. Without what Jesus did paying for our salvation on 
the cross of Calvary, we would never be able to be saved today. “And for their sakes I sanctify myself, 
that they also might be sanctified through the truth.”  (John 17:19) Without Jesus going to the cross to 
pay for our salvation, we Christians would not have any means to be accepted by the Father.  
Further, it was Jesus who poured out the baptism of the Holy Spirit to give us the power to overcome 
the lusts of the flesh and be sanctified. 
 
Even for the Church, the apostle Paul declares sanctification. “Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1) Paul confirms that the Gentiles are to be sanctified if they are 
going to follow the gospel. “That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering 
the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost.” (Romans 15:16) Even though Paul was ministering to the Gentiles who did not have the 
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history of being a separated people like Israel, Paul still expected them to be grounded in the Word of 
God and become perfect by the power of the Holy Spirit. In fact, Paul claimed that the Gentiles had 
attained to the righteousness of God by faith. (Romans 9:30)  
 
The necessity for our sanctification is confirmed by the apostle Peter. “But you are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that you should show forth the 
praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9) Peter 
claimed that Christians should be different from other peoples, that we are a royal priesthood called to 
be children of the light.  
 
Then Paul stated that God’s purpose for us is that we would be sanctified completely. “And the very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23) While there are 
differences in teaching as to whether sanctification is instantaneous or progressive, the final result is 
the same: we are to be sanctified wholly.  Therefore, we are to overcome the lusts of our carnal 
nature, the temptations of the world, and the devil. 
 

Pictures of Sanctification:  
 

The second piece of furniture in the Tabernacle is the laver. This laver was made of brass. It had a 
basin to wash the hands and a foot for washing the feet. This is where the priests washed themselves 
before they entered the Tabernacle or to make offerings on the brazen altar, so that they would not 
die. 
 

Another example of sanctification occurred on the Day of Atonement each year. All of Israel was 
required to afflict their souls, and offer an offering made by fire. The word, afflict, here means to 
chasten one’s self with humility.  “For whatsoever soul it be that shall not be afflicted in that same 
day, he shall be cut off from among his people.” (Leviticus 23:29) 
 

These pictures from the Old Testament show us the importance of examining ourselves and 
sanctifying ourselves to live in an acceptable way.  
 

Every year, many in Christendom fast during Lent before Easter. Therefore, we all need to take time 
to fast and seek the face of God regularly. Jesus said, when casting out an evil spirit, “This kind can 
come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.” (Mark 9:29) Remember that Jesus fasted and 
prayed for forty days prior to beginning his earthly ministry. (Matthew 4:2) This is the secret of power 
in our ministries. 
 

The Will of God Is Our Sanctification:  
 

“But of him are you in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.” (1 Corinthians 1:30) Because of what Jesus did for us at Calvary, we 
are positionally being sanctified because Christ who dwells in us is sanctified. “For this is the will of 
God, even your sanctification, that you should abstain from fornication:” (1 Thessalonians 4:3)  
 

As Christians we cannot live an impure life style.  It is the will of God that we should believe in and 
strive to be conformed to the image of Christ which includes our sanctification. “That every one of you 
should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and honor;” (1 Thessalonians 4:4) When God 
chose us to be saved, He made it possible for us to be sanctified. “God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:” (2 Thessalonians 
2:13) “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:” (1 Peter 1:2) There is no way that we can 
excuse a carnal life style if we are going to go on to perfection. 
 

Refining and Purification Takes Place through Sanctification:  
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“I am the true vine, and my Father is the (vine dresser). Every branch in me that bears not fruit he 
takes away: and every branch that bears fruit, he purges it, that it may bring forth more fruit. ... I am 
the vine, you are the branches: He that abides in me, and I in him, that same brings forth much fruit: 
for without me you can do nothing” (John 15:1,2,5)  
 

Just as the branch grows out of the vine, so it is impossible for the life of the branch to be any 
different than the vine. So whatever Christ is in holiness and love, so the Christian must have the 
same attributes. When vines grow, they produce so many branches that those branches must be 
pruned off so that the life of the vine will be put into producing fruit. Jesus uses vine dressing as an 
example that there are many things in our lives that do not produce profit in our lives. These things 
need to be removed from our lives so that we produce the character of Christ. Notice that the pruned 
branches are cast into the fire.  In the same way the unfruitful aspects of sin, carnal nature, and 
worldliness of our lives must be separated out and burnt out of our lives. There are three states of 
producing; fruit, more fruit, and much fruit. This compares with the three stages of growth, thirty, sixty, 
and one hundred-fold. (Mark 4:8) This shows that sanctification is progressive, and not just a one-
time experience.   
 

“Now if any man builds upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every 
man’s work shall be made manifest: for the Day (of the Lord) shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s work abide ..., 
he shall receive a reward.  If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire.” (1 Corinthians 3:12-15)  
 

The Word clearly teaches that there are two kinds of works of faith; those which will abide the fire of 
judgment, and those which will not. This judgment will take place on the Day of the Lord when Jesus 
Christ returns. Notice this passage does not say that we are saved by fire: only that our works are 
going to be judged by fire.  Here again, we see that there can be unfruitful works in the life of a 
Christian. While some of these may not be sin, they do not produce the righteousness of Christ. They 
are a waste of the time and resources that God has given to us in salvation.  Again, we see that there 
are three levels of good works; gold, silver, precious stones: thirty, sixty, one hundred fold.  So that 
producing good works is also progressive, the more we seek to be like Christ, the more He enables 
us to be like Him. 
 

That our works are going to be judged is confirmed in Malachi. “Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord, whom you seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom you delight in: behold, he shall come, says the 
Lord of hosts. But who may abide the Day of his coming? And who shall stand when he appears? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap; And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD 
an offering in righteousness.” (Malachi 3:1-3)  
 

As heat is applied to the impure silver ore, the impurities float to the top.  The silversmith skims off the 
impurities to purify the silver until he can see his own face in the silver. That is what Jesus Christ is 
doing in us. He allows the fires of adversity to reveal the impurities in our lives. This is so that we can 
agree with Him to remove these impurities from our lives. He continues to remove these impurities 
until He can to see His face in our lives. Even so, our Lord is looking for His appearing in our lives. As 
the works of the flesh, and the carnal nature is being worked out of our lives, we are revealing more 
and more of the nature of Christ in our lives.        
 

Becoming Perfect:  
 

Jesus taught us that we should be perfect. “Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) 
 

 “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that comes after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the barn; but he 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:11,12) 
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While much is taught concerning the baptism in water and the Holy Spirit, there is not much heard 
these days about the sanctifying experiences of the baptism of fire. The early church experienced so 
much of this fire. The persecution of the Church is again returning with attacks against Christians 
here in America and in the Middle East.  
  

Jesus said that He is come to send the fire of friction in a household between those who believe and 
those who do not. (Luke 12:49-53) Jesus said that He had a baptism to be baptized with, which 
described the suffering and anxiety that He would face before the cross. Jesus said that we would 
also face these times when our faith will be put to the test. (Matthew 20:22,23)  
 

This was also the teaching of the apostle Peter. “But as he which has called you is holy, so be you 
holy in all manner of conversation;” (1 Peter 1:15) “But the God of all grace, who has called us unto 
his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that you have suffered a while, make you perfect, establish, 
strengthen, settle you. (1 Peter 5:10) Peter admonishes us that our character will be pure as gold. 
“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perishes, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise and honor and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ;” (1 Peter 
1:7) 
 

Later, Peter encourages us that if we are tested for our faith that we should rejoice. On the other 
hand, if we suffer because of sin, we should repent. “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as 
you are partakers of Christ’s suffering; that, when his glory shall be revealed, you may be glad also 
with exceeding joy. (1 Peter 4:12,13) 
 

Perfection was the goal of the apostle Paul’s ministry. “Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom; that we present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” (Colossians 
1:28) Paul teaches that our afflictions are really working for us to bring us to perfection if we will watch 
our attitudes. “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, works for us, a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory;” (2 Corinthians 4:17) So actually, our afflictions are our servants! They 
are working the grace of God into our lives. When we go through affliction with a good attitude, we 
can credit our difficulties to the perfection of our character. “And that you put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.” (Ephesians 4:24) Paul taught that putting on 
holiness was a progressive work. 
 

Throughout all of the adversities of Paul’s ministry, even while he was in prison, he was pressing 
towards perfection, “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 
3:12) 
 

He Who Dwells in You Is Perfect: 
 

If we are going to believe that we can reach complete sanctification, and become perfect, we should 
take hope from the fact that He who lives in us is perfect.  His perfection makes our perfection 
possible. 
 

“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.” (John 14:23) 
 

“And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever; ... for he dwells with you and shall be in you.” (John 14:16,17) 
 

“What? Know you not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which you have 
of God, and you are not your own?” (1 Corinthians 6:19) 
 

“For in him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.  And you are complete in him, which is the 
head of all principality and power.” (Colossians 2:9,10) 
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“And has put all things under his feet and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which 
is his body, the fullness of him that fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:22,23) 
 

“You are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than 
he that is in the world.” (1 John 4:4) 
 

If we would only realize that He who lives in us is perfect, then it will help us to believe that the more 
we strive to be like Him, the more we will be perfected.  It is only a matter of letting His life radiate out 
of our lives. We need to be continually asking ourselves, “What would Jesus do?”  Someone has said 
that if we truly believed that Jesus Christ is living in us, then there would be nothing that we could not 
do that is required of us. 
 

Sanctified Through the Offering of Jesus Christ: 
 

“By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. ... For 
by one offering he has perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” (Hebrews 10:10,14) 
 

The work that Jesus did for us on the cross of Calvary is complete.  There is nothing more that He 
must do in order for us to be perfected.  Now it is up to us to enter into the sanctified life that He has 
already purchased for us.  How can we be comfortable with the corruption that comes from the world, 
the life of ease that our carnal nature desires, or the sin that would hinder us from obtaining the 
sanctification that Christ has already paid for? 
 

Sanctified by Truth: 
 

“Sanctify them through your truth; your word is truth, … And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they 
also might be sanctified through the truth.” (John 17:17,19) 
 

Sanctified by The Holy Ghost: 
 

“And such were some of you: but you are washed, but you are sanctified, but you are justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 Corinthians 6:11) 
 

“That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.” (Romans 15:16) 
 

“For it is God which works in you both to (make you willing and able) to do his good pleasure.” 
(Philippians 2:13) 
 

These Scriptures show that although we were born in sin and shaped in iniquity that it is possible for 
us to be born again and sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Holy and the Profane: 
 

“And they shall teach my people the difference between the holy and profane and cause them to 
discern between the unclean and the clean.” (Ezekiel 44:23) 
 

There is such a fine line amplified here in the text between what is holy and what is profane.  Those 
Levites who had gone away from the Lord when the Israelites had gone into sin could continue to be 
ministers in the sanctuary after they had repented; but they could not do the office of a priest and 
come into the holy place or come into the most holy place.  They could only minister in the outer 
court, offering the offerings that the people brought.  But five times in two verses the Bible says that 
the sons of Zadok could minister unto the Lord because they had kept the charge of God’s sanctuary.  
Truly, if we want to enter into the Holy of Holies with our Lord, we cannot compromise with carnal 
Christians and do what seems to be alright with many Christians. There will be consequences if we 
sink to a lower level of serving the Lord because of what our friends are doing in the ministry.  
Remember, we are going to live with the presence of the Lord for all eternity.  Should we not be 
preparing for that now? 
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Come Out from Among Them, And Be Separated unto The Lord: 
 

“Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship has righteousness with 
unrighteousness? And what communion has light with darkness? … And what agreement has the 
temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God; as God has said, I will dwell in 
them, and walk in them; and I will be their god, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be you separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you. And (I) will be a Father unto you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty.” (2 Corinthians 6:14,16-18) 
 

While we are to be salt and light in the world, we are not to be a partaker in the works of darkness. In 
these days when the world is demanding that Christian compromise, and be sensitive to the views of 
others, we must still hold to traditional values and life style of Christianity. If we do not lift up the 
standard of Jesus Christ in the world how will those who are seeking the Lord be able to find Him in 
our lives? We are to love the sinner while hating even for our garments to be spotted with the filth of 
the world.  Let us be careful not to adopt the air of “holier than thou”, while trying to live a holy life 
style. Jesus prayed that we would not be taken out of the world, but that we would be kept from the 
sin of the world. (John 17:15) 
 

Let Us Go on To Perfection: 
 

“Therefore, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying 
again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of 
baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” 
(Hebrews 6:1) 
 

It is significant that there are seven doctrines mentioned here; repentance, faith, baptisms, laying on 
of hands, resurrection, eternal judgment, and perfection.  The number, seven, means perfection.  
Much could be said about each of these doctrines.  But the progressive nature in which they are listed 
would indicate that in order to reach perfection, we would need to go through or participate in each 
one of these doctrines.  That is, first we need to repent of dead works, works that have no value in 
giving us salvation, that is, salvation is a free gift not of works that we would boast.  Then, we need to 
have faith in the finished work that Jesus did on the cross of Calvary for us.  Then we need to be 
baptized in water, in the Holy Spirit and in fire. Then we need the laying on of hands to receive the 
gifts of the Spirit and ordination into our ministry. Then like the apostle Paul, we should believe for the 
resurrection out from the dead even while we are in our earthly bodies. (Philippians 3:11,12) Finally, 
we must believe in eternal judgment, that judgment is for eternity, and that the only place where we 
can prepare for eternal life is here on earth, not in some transition place, or even in the fires of hell.  
So then, perfection is more than a doctrine: it is a life being perfected in all of these “first principles”. 
 

The Baptism of Fire: 
 

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that comes after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the barn; but he 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:11,12) 
 

The pictures here show how the chaff was separated from the wheat in Bible times. First of all, the 
sheaves of what we dumped on the rock surface the threshing floor, and the oxen pulled a grinding 
stone wheel over the stocks. This separated the shocks of wheat from the straw stems. But then in 
order to separate the covering shocks of chaff from that wheat, the wheat was thrown into the air or 
the mixture was fanned so that the chaff could be carried way from the wheat. The wheat was then 
gathered into the barn. Again, we see that the chaff was burnt. The chaff had a purpose to protect the 
wheat until it was ripe or mature. But then its purpose was no longer beneficial: in fact, it had to be 
removed so that the wheat could be used as food. John the Baptist calls this the baptism of fire. Most 
Christians do not want to listen to any teaching on suffering. It used to be taught that if there was 
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suffering in your life, that were must be sin in your life, or that you were out of the will of God. But 
here we see that the teaching of ease and comfort in the Christian life is not Scriptural. In fact, it takes 
the Word of God to separate out the carnal nature from the soul and the spirit of man.  
 

The Fellowship of His Sufferings: 
 

“That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffering, being 
made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead. 
Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. ... I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be like 
minded; and if in any thing you be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.” 
(Philippians 3:10-12,14-15) 
 

In this Scripture we see the outworking of perfection for every one of us.  From the call of the apostle 
Paul into the ministry, the Lord said, “For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my 
name’s sake.” (Acts 9:16) When we struggle with rejection because of our witnessing, lack of 
provision, misunderstanding of our brethren, persecution for our witness; all of these things are 
working in us a greater reward when the Lord returns.  Let us not draw back.  It is the way to 
perfection. And if our witness and ministry does not produce adversity, we need to question whether 
we are being effective.  And when we go through these sufferings, we can rejoice that they are 
producing perfection in us. 
 

Chastening Produces Growth: 
 

“My Son, despise not you the chastening of the LORD, nor faint when you are rebuked of him: For 
whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges every son whom he receives. If you endure 
chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chastens not? ... 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? ... but he for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for the present seems to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which 
are exercised thereby. ... And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out 
of the way; but let it rather be healed.” (Hebrews 12:5,6,9,11,13) 
 

When a baby is born without complications, it is a perfect baby.  But it takes a whole life time for that 
baby to become a mature adult.  
 

Personal grow is necessary. Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons (130-200 A.D.), taught that Adam was green, 
immature and roughly shaped. In this way the hardships and evils of life were the instrument through 
which man would become a mature soul.5 
 

Glorying in Affliction: 
 

Personal deliverance and overcoming suggests that conflict is necessary in order to achieve victory. 
“My grace is sufficient for you; for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will 
I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9) The 
only way to overcome weakness is to come to grips with it to overcome these deficiencies and 
inclinations.  There are many times in life when the only way to have an overcoming attitude is to 
glory in our adversities. 
 

Sufferings Reveal the Glory of God: 
 

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waits for the manifestation 
of the sons of God.” (Romans 8:18,19) 
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“Whom, we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus:” (Colossians 1:28) 
 

“But the God of all grace, who has called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that you have 
suffered a while, make you perfect establish, strengthen, settle you.” (1 Peter 5:10) 
 

Sanctified Until the End: 
 

“It doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as 
he is pure.” (1 John 3:2,3)  
 

“... but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.  And they that understand 
among the people shall instruct many; yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, be captivity, and 
by spoil many days. ... And some of them of understanding shall fall, to try them and to purge, and to 
make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.” (Daniel 
11;32,33,35) 
 

“I counsel you to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich; and white raiment, that you 
may be clothed, and that the shame of your nakedness does not appear; and anoint your eyes with 
eye salve, that you may see.” (Revelation 3:18) 
 

“And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white 
and clean.” (Revelation 19:14) “for the fine linen is the righteousness of (the) saints.” (Revelation 
19:8) 
 

Even when the Lord returns to become the king over all the earth, holiness shall be the characteristic 
of that kingdom. “In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses, HOLINESS UNTO THE 
LORD; and the pots in the LORD’s house shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yes, every pot in 
Jerusalem and in Judah shall be holiness unto the LORD of hosts;” (Zechariah 14:20,21) 
 

Wholly Sanctified: 
 

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body 
be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23) 
 

The apostle Paul taught that the goal of complete salvation is to reach the complete sanctification of 
our souls, spirits, and bodies.  In other words, the Lord has provided a salvation by which we are able 
to reach this goal if we spend the time praying and use the power of the Holy Spirit to overcome the 
works of our carnal natures, and the temptations from the world, the flesh, and the devil. What a 
salvation our Lord has provided for us! 
 

At first, John Wesley taught “absolute perfection”, that is, that it was possible for the carnal nature to 
be completely eradicated from the life of a Christian. Charles Wesley took issue with John about this 
doctrine. (John) later admitted a person filled with the love of God is still liable to those involuntary 
transgressions.6 
 

As we have seen, the Word of God teaches that sanctification is a progressive work of grace.  
However, the goal of our pursuit for perfection is to be sanctified wholly. 
 

Conclusion: 
 

In our Christian experience, we are entering a time of transition, from the Church Age into the 
Kingdom of God on earth.  This time of transition is known as the Tribulation. “And except those days 
should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened.” (Matthew 24:22) 
 

In order for us to withstand the attacks upon us, we must prepare by seeking the Lord by spending 
much more time in prayer, along with fasting, so that enemy of our souls will not be able to find 
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anything in us. “We know that whosoever is born of God sins not; but he that is begotten of God 
keeps himself, and that wicked one touches him not.” (1 John 5:18) 
 

If we want to insulate ourselves from the attack of the enemy, we cannot let sin reign in us. “Let not 
sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in the lusts thereof.” (Romans 6:12) As 
we allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify us, Satan has less and less ability to defeat us. As we gain more 
and more experience in overcoming the attacks of the enemy, we will be less likely to fall into sin. 
 

This shows us how important the topic of Sanctification is to us today.  Sanctification takes time and 
experience.  So let us arm ourselves with the Word of God so that we can defeat the attacks of the 
enemy of our souls.   
 

In these last days, we need to learn the value of taking the time to fast and pray so that we will be 
able to defeat the enemy. We are commanded to seek the Lord with prayer and fasting. “Sanctify you 
a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of 
the LORD your God, and cry unto the LORD. Alas for the day! For the day of the LORD is at hand, 
and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.” (Joel 1:14,15) 
 
End Notes 
 

1Stanley M. Burgess, Gary B. McGee, and Patrick H. Alexander, Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic 
Movements, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1988), 169. 

 

 2ibid., 170. 
 

 3ibid., 179. 
 

 4Ralph Earle, Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, (Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press, 1985), 295.  
 

 5Bernard L. Ramm, A Christian Appeal to Reason, (Brussels: International Correspondence Institute, 1988), 128. 
 

 6Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, 177. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The title, “Open Word”, is taken from the promise that the Word of God will no longer be sealed at the time of the end. 
(Daniel 12:9) Open Word Ministries is a registered charity in Canada, and mission’s outreach of the House of Prayer, 
Springfield, Missouri, U.S.A.  O.W.M. is a faith ministry supported by those who appreciate this ministry. Tax-deductible 
receipts are given for donations. Thank you for your prayerful support of this ministry.  Printed in U.S.A., October 2015 
 October, 2015 
For other messages, newsletters, and information, please send your support for this Bible teaching 
missionary ministry to; 
  

OPEN WORD Ministries 
 

American Correspondence;   Canadian Correspondence; 
P.O. Box 5001    P.O. Box 625 

Springfield, MO  65801  Niagara Falls, ON  L2E6V5 
 

Tel: (419) 649-6022 
Email: charleswillner@yahoo.com www.openwordministries.com 

 

mailto:openwordmin@wcoil.com
mailto:leswillner@yahoo.com

