
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wise Build 
By Fern Willner 

“Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish plucketh it down with her hands.” Pr 14:1 
 

Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he 
is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a 
rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not 

shake it: for it was founded upon a rock. But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that 
without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat 
vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.” Lk 6:47 – 49 

 
The church was decorated and filled with friends and family. Charles and I stood at the church 
altar and responded, “I Do”, as the minster led us in making our vows to each other. On that 
memorable day, I not only entered into a marriage relationship, I signed a contract to become a 
“house” builder. I officially joined a partnership with my husband to build the “House of Willner”. 
The problem was, I never took a course in university on custom “house” building or received any 
specific instruction in my church on how to build this house. Suddenly the ingredients for 
building a house were put in my possession but I didn’t have a recipe. Now What? Where were 
the manuals, God? Where were the mentors? Too many marriages I saw were in trouble. There 
was some serious lack of marriage building going on and I didn’t know where to look for help. 
 
Someone once said to me, “I’ve heard people on TV talk shows say many times, ‘its too bad life 
doesn’t come with a manual’”. The beauty of this life is that life DOES come with a manual; the 
Bible! But people feel the Bible is outdated or they don’t want to take the time to read, or study 
it. You know the old saying, “when all else fails, read the instructions”. Too often they don’t read 
the manual until they have almost wreaked their lives trying to fit pieces that don’t fit together all 
by themselves. 
 
I once read in a Christian publication that according to statistics, evangelicals have the highest 
rate of divorce. “Lord, that’s a disgrace!” What is the problem? Have we discarded the laws of 
God, thinking all we need is the grace of God? Have we become so emotionally and physically 
involved in the feelings of the Spirit that we ignore the commands of the Spirit? Have we 



become so enraptured with faith for the future that we have omitted the judgement that must 
begin in the House of God in order for it to be built on a solid foundation? How do we build our 
houses on a firm foundation? How do we protect ourselves from this domino effect of failing 
marriages, of broken, traumatized children, of just hitting the status quo? 
 
 

WE HELP BUILD FIVE TYPES OF HOUSES 
 
Then I discovered, I’m not just building the House of Willner, I have a divine commission to help 
build four other types of houses as well. 
 
1. MY BODY IS A HOUSE 
1 Corinthians 6:19 tells me that I am the house or temple of God. “What? Know ye not that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?” After we have accepted Jesus Christ as the Lord of our life and the Holy Spirit lives in us, 
even though we still live in our body, it no longer belongs to us. Our bodies belong to God, and 
we are accountable to God for the care of that body which is now His property. 
 
Jesus called His own physical body a temple. “Jesus answered and said unto them, ‘Destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’.” (Jn 2:19) Jesus’ secret for properly building His 
temple was this, “The son of man can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth the Father do; 
for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise” (Jn 5:19b,20b) The same 
principle applies to us as Christians. Just as Jesus depended on the Father for total guidance, 
we must depend on the Holy Ghost who lives within us to guide us. 
 
I don’t know how to build my body into a temple fit for God to dwell in, but the Holy Spirit does. 
That’s why the Holy Ghost needed to take up residence in my body. “Faithful is He that calleth 
you, who will also do it.” Says 1 Thess 5:24. All I need to do is take orders from Divinity. The 
Holy Ghost is to be the dominant factor in my life. HE will do the work. When I obey, I see God’s 
glory in my life in spite of the troubles that sometimes surround me. 
 
Is it important to God what happens to my body? Yes. 1 Thess 5: 22, 23 says, “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole 
spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
The Bible gives us a wealth of information, far more than we can address here. But let’s look at 
a few guidelines for building our personal lives into a house or temple of glory. What was 
important to Jesus as the guardian of a temple? 
 
GOD CARES HOW I BUILD MY HOUSE OF ABODE 
 
Does God care how my house looks as long as I Love Him? I think He does. Ecc 10:18 says, 
“By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the hands the house 
droppeth through.” God made us to live in this world and as long as we are in it we are 
responsible for our surroundings. All our physical surroundings play a part in developing 
integrity and character in our lives. Many times, the things we do in the natural have a spiritual 
type. Jesus used these natural things as teaching tools when He taught the people. 
 
2. OUR FAMILY/ TRIBE AS A HOUSE 
 



“Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David; but David waxed 
stronger and stronger, and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker.” II Sam 3:1 
 
3. THE HOUSE OF THE LORD – THE CHURCH BUILDING 
“But as for me, I will come into Thy house in the multitude of Thy mercy; and in Thy fear will I 
worship toward Thy holy temple” Ps 5:7 
 
4. THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE OF GOD – HIS BODY 
“In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” Eph 2:22 
 
5. OUR HOUSE IN THE HEAVENLIES  
“For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of 
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly 
desiring to be clothed upon with our house, which is from heaven.” II Cor 5:1,2 
 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE HANDS 
 
AUTHORITY – Hands indicate dominion, control, authority over, and care of. Jesus said, “Into 
thy hands I commend my spirit.” Lk 23:46 
 
GUIDANCE: “There in none to guide her among all the sons whom she hath brought forth; 
neither is there any that taketh her by the hand of all the sons that she hath brought up.” Is 
51:18 
 
“And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones; and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail 
not.” Is 58:11 
 
“They shall not hunger nor thirst; neither shall the heat nor sun smite them: for he that hath 
mercy on them shall lead them, even by the springs of water shall he guide them.” Is 49:10 
 

GUIDELINES AND INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE WORD CONCERNING 
HANDS THAT BUILD 
 
MAINTAIN A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS 

1. Fear the LORD 
“Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD, that walketh in his ways. For thou shalt eat 
the labour of thine hands; happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee.” Ps 128:1,2 
 
“In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence; and his children shall have a place of 
refuge.” Ps 14:26 
 
“By humility and fear of the LORD are riches, and honor, and life.” Pr 2:4 
 
“The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom; and before honor is humility.” Pr 
15:33 
 
“And fear not them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul; but rather fear Him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” Mt 10:28 



“And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation; 
the fear of the LORD is his treasure.” Is 33:6 
 
“Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in His 
commandments. His seed shall be mighty upon the earth; the generation of the upright 
shall be blessed. Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness 
endureth for ever.” Ps 112:1-3 

 
2. Seek the LORD 

“I stretch for my hands unto thee; my soul thirsteth after thee.” Ps 143:6 
3. Pray 

“I will therefore, that man pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands without wrath and 
doubting.” 1Tm 2:8 
 
“But ye beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 
Ghost, keeping yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our LORD Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life.” Jd 20,21 

 
4. Worship 

“Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and bless the Lord.” Ps 138:8 
 

5. Rejoice 
“Clap your hands all ye people, shout unto God with the voice of triumph.” Ps 47:1 

 
BE HOLY 

1. Have a Pure Heart 
“He that hath clean hands and a pure heart, who hath not lifted up his soul to vanity, nor 
sworn deceitfully, he shall receive a blessing from the LORD.” Ps 24:4 
 

2. Keep Your Hands Clean 
“He that hath clean hands shall grow stronger and stronger” Jb 17:9 
 
“According to the cleanness of my hands hath He recompensed me.” II Sa 22:21 
 
“Cleanse your hands ye sinners, purify your hearts ye double-minded.” Js 4:8 

 
3. Don’t Shed Innocent Blood 

“These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto Him: A 
proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood. An heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, a false witness that 
speaketh lies and he that soweth discord among brethren.” Pr 6:16,17 

 
4. Watch Your Mouth 

“Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin – wherefore should God be angry at thy 
voice and destroy the work of thy hands.” Ec 5:6 

 
KEEP YOUR INTEGRITY 

1. Don’t Stand Surety for Debt 
“A man void of understanding striketh hands and becometh surety in the presence of his 
friend.” Ps 17:18 
“Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or them that are sureties for debts.” Pr 22:26 



2. Don’t Accept Bribes 
“In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes.” Ps 26:10 

 
3. Don’t Assist Sin 

“I have seen also in the prophets of Jerusalem an horrible thing: they commit adultery 
and walk in lies; they strengthen also the hands of evil doers, that none doth return from 
his wickedness.” Jr 23:14 

 
4. Be Honest 

“Because with lies ye have made the heart of the righteous sad whom I have not made 
sad and strengthened the hands of the wicked, that he should not return from his wicked 
way by promising him life.” Ez 13:22 

 
MINISTER IN THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY GHOST 

1. Train Others 
“All these were under the hands of their father for song in the House of the LORD, with 
cymbals…” I Ch 25:26 

 
2. Defend What Is Good 

“Blessed is the LORD my strength which teacheth my hands to war and my fingers to 
fight.” Ps 144:1 

 
3. Heal the Hurting 

“They shall lay hands on the sick and they shall recover.” Mk 16:18 
 

4. Impart Blessing 
“And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the LORD commanded by 
the hand of Moses.” Nm 27:23 
 
“Stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.” II Tm 1:6 
 
“Neglect not the gift that is in thee by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the 
presbtry.” 1Tm 4:14 
 
“Then they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Ghost.” Ac 8:17 

 
FELLOWSHIP 

1. Minister to the Needs of Others in Ministry 
“These hands have ministered unto my necessities.” Ac 20:34 

 
2. Fellowship 

“…they gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship…” Ga 2:9 
 

3. Encourage One Another 
“Strengthen ye the weak hands and confirm the feeble knees.” Is 35:3 

 
4. Support One Another 

“Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands…” Ex 17:12 
 
EXERCISE SCRIPTURAL SAFEGUARDS 

1. Avoid Pride 



“And the LORD said unto Gideon, the people that are with thee are too many for to give 
the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me saying, Mine 
own hand hath saved me.” Jd 7:2 

 
2. Be Careful What You Hear 

“And thou shalt hear what they say, and afterward shall thine hands be strengthened to 
go down unto the host.” Jd 7:11 

 
3. Know Your Position in Christ 

“I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands.” Is 49:1 
 
“And the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of 
Jacob…” Ge 49:24 

4. Be Strong 
“Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be weak, for your work shall be 
rewarded.” II Ch 15:7 

 
5. Pray for God to Establish Your Works 

“And let the beauty of our God be upon us; and establish thou the work of our hands 
upon us; the work of our hands establish thou it.” Ps 90:17 

 
6. Walk in the Anointing 

“And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him and his hands loosed from off his hands.” 
Jd 15:14 
 
“And when they arose early in the morrow morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his 
face to the ground before the Ark of the LORD; and the head of Dagon and both the 
palms of his hands were cut off upon the threshold; only the stump of Dagon was left to 
him.” I Sa 5:4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray you were blessed by this writing! If you would like to receive our 
Monthly E-letters, for updates to our blog page and for other news from OWM 
join our mailing list. If you want to receive more of Fern or Charles’ pamphlets or 
Fern’s Book, “When Faith Is Enough” please contact either of the addresses or 

the email below.  
 
Canadian Correspondence:  
OPEN WORD Ministries P.O. Box 625 Niagara Falls, Ontario L2E 6V5 
  
American Correspondence:  
OPEN WORD Ministries P.O. Box 5001 Springfield, Missouri 65801 
  
Email: charleswillner@yahoo.com 
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